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 THESL8, an art gallery located on 
University Ave., is truly a blank slate as the 
name suggests. The women’s history month 
artwalk was a change of pace for Lara Diblasio, 
the Gallery Director of THESL8. 
	 This	 was	 Lara’s	 first	 chance	 to	
comApletely curate an artshow on her own. 
Women from all over Gainesville got the 

chance to celebrate other women in 
the community through their creative 
expression.“
 Having it (the artwalk) fall so 
perfectly within Women’s History Month, 
and being a female director myself, I 

wanted to take the opportunity to really highlight 
other women in the community,”Lara said.
 With the pressing issues in the world 
right now, from the wage gap to abortion rights, 
Lara felt it was the perfect time, and an important 
time, to get people talking about women’s roles 
and importance in the world. Lara also wanted 
to	 reflect	 this	 in	 the	 Gainesville	 community	
specifically.	Eleven	female	artists	each	brought	
in	 three	 to	 five	 of	 their	 own	 personal	 pieces	
for the art walk. From photography to ceramic 
work to live painting, the artwalk incorporated 
a wide variety of mediums to contribute to this 
female celebration. In a world where women 
don’t always get the chance to freely express 
themselves, Lara made sure the requirements 
for submissions were lenient to keep from 

limiting the artists. Where women tend 
to be inhibited in the workplace, this 
presented the opportunity to break free 
from boundaries. Each piece highlighted 
the artists and their identity as women, not 
only as a collective group, but as unique 
individuals.
 “The artists selected work from 
their own personal archive that was very 
reflective	 of	 not	 only	 their	 style	 of	 art,	
but who they are as artists and how they 

want to be represented in Gainesville and the 
general art community,” Lara said.
 By hearing of other local artists through 
the grapevine, Lara was able to contact some 
versatile women around town. From there, 
she met with each of them and explained her 
mission to provide an accepting space for 
women to put their work on display. The 11 
artists were eager to be apart of this kind of 
movement to place women at the forefront of 
the conversation, especially when led by Lara, 
an empowered woman herself.  The artwalk 
officially	ended	at	10	p.m.,	but	that	didn’t	stop	
anyone from staying well past that time just 
to	soak	up	the	art.	There	was	a	steady	flow	of	
visitors combined with artists who were excited 
to be representing their artwork and talking 
to different people about it. The positive 

energy surging through the gallery only further 
empowered the  women with their work on 
display, as well as the women simply there to 
celebrate it.
 The distinction between each of the 
artists and their work was perhaps Lara’s favorite 
part of the artwalk, she said. The variety of 

mediums and styles allowed you to get a clear 
picture of who the artists were through their 
work. In the artworld, female-dominated art 
galleries	can	be	difficult	to	come	by.	Society	
tends to place women into boxes and assign 
women labels; this art walk sought to undo 
that mindset. While still celebrating women as 

a whole in honor of women’s history month, 
the event also celebrated individualism, which 
these artists had the chance to let speak 
through their artwork. 
 “You could really tell where one 
person’s work stopped and where another 
person’s work began,” Lara said.  
 Julia Sanders, a local artist and 
ceramicist, was featured in the gallery. She 
was able to contribute two of her own acrylic 
paintings and three clay pieces. One acrylic 
painting featured a snake wrapped around 
a woman in nude, which could perhaps 
symbolize	women	in	connection	to	the	fight	
between good and evil. Another piece, a 
gold and blue clay piece, was made from a 

broken sculpture Julia had created and was 
repurposed into something else entirely. She 
affixed	the	pieces	to	glass	and	painted	the	
broken edges to place on display. This piece 
could represent taking something broken, 
whether literally or metaphorically, and giving 
it new life, turning it into something even more 
beautiful than before. Julia prefers to let her 
work speak for itself and wants it to be left up 
to interpretation. She recognized the need to 
highlight women in the community and was 
eager to put her work on display.  
  “With everything that’s going 
on currently, it’s a big deal to put the focus 
on women and what women are saying right 
now,” Julia said. “There aren’t enough spaces 
that are purely for women. This was a chance 

to be featured with a lot of other really 
creative and inspiring women.”   
 We need spaces like this artwalk 
in our lives when the world can seem so 
male-dominated. There is so much left to 
be done for women today as their rights 
continue to be challenged publicly and 
behind the scenes. An artwalk curated by 
a female, featuring females and created 
to empower females is a step in the right 
direction.
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primary colors

supporting colors

Primary colors are to be used as:
• backgrounds
• typeface colors (occasionally body copy?)
• graphic coloring

Seconday colors are to be used as mainly as min-
ute details, nothing that will distract too strongly 
from the main color scheme. only use when pri-
mary colors are not working:

• strokes
• when you need to inject contrast

gradients

• Full background linear gradient is reserved 
for section dividers

• within graphics and illustrations
• body copy 
• headlines 
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TITLING STANDARD
TITLING REGULAR
TITLING LIGHT
TITLING THIN

BYLINE, 14 PT 14 pt

IN CONJUCNTION

HEADLINE

SUBHEAD

DIVIDERS

This font was chosen for its wide and extended 
set of lettters. Illusrating the bold ideas this book 
will represent and hopefully carry on through an 
extended time. You can download the font here.

When used as a headline the type should be in all 
caps to establish hierachy. The subhead should be 
in	all	caps.	The	subhead	should	be	20%	the	size	
of the headline. The byline should be frames as 
“WORDS BY JOHN SMITH”. 
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• Avenir Book
• Indent: .5 in
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• Column width 21.5 pt 
• Gutter 1pt

GRIDS, GUIDES 
AND MARGINS

CAPTIONS
• Size: 12
• Leading: 
• Avenir Book
• Position-
• Name-

Photographer Mariel Wiley Models Ava Loomar and Ana 
Escalante Hair Sean Eunice
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